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LETTEES OF BOBEET PLEASANTS, OP CTTBLES. 

Virginia 8 mo. 20 th 1774. 
Dr. Friend 

This is intended by the Commissioners from this Colony ap- 
pointed to meet in General Congress at Philadelphia on American 
affairs, and to recommend them to thy perticular notice as men 
of influence & Capacity Viz. Peyton Eandolph, Ed. Bland, Pat- 
rick Henry, E. H. Lee, E. Pendleton B Harrison, G. Washing- 
ton, who have deserved well for their attachmt to the interests 
of their country, and most if not all of them for their favourable 
sentiments & services to Friends, as well in a legislative as pri- 
vate Capacity, perticularly our Friend Patrick Henry to whose 
character & Centiments thou art not altogether a stranger. 1 
doubt not thou wilt be well pleased with an acquaintance with 
several of them and believe any marks of friendship or favours 
thou may confer on them (which no doubt will be agreeable to 
every man in a strange country) will not be unworthily bestowd, 
may tend to promote the good opinion they generally entertain 
of Friends and will lay an additional obligation on me and am 
with very Kind respects to Self & Yours. 
Thy affect. Friend 

Eobert Pleasants. 1 
Anthony Benizette 

Virginia 8 mo 20 th 1774. 
Esteemed Friend 

This is intended by the Genelemen Commissionrs appointed 
from this Colony, to meet in General Congress in Philadelphia, 



iFor an account of the Pleasants's family, by J. Hall Pleasants, 
see Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Volume 16, 17, and 
18. These letters are copied from the letter-book of Robert Pleasants 
now in the possession of Miss Lutie Pleasants of Richmond, Va. 
John Pleasants the first of the name in Virginia married Mrs. Jane 
Tucker; their son John married Dorothy Cary; their son John III, 
married Margaret Jordan: their children were Robert, Samuel, and 
John. Robert the son of John III was the author of the letters now 
printed. 
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Viz. Peyton Eandolph late Speaker, Eich d Bland, Patrick Henry 
R d Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton Benj. Harrison & George 
Washington, who I beg leave to recommend to thy notice as men 
of the first rank in point of Capacity among us, & who have dis- 
tinguished themselves on many occasions to be worthy the Trust 
reposed in them, and in divers instances have been perticularly re- 
spectful & servicable to Friends; any favourable notice therefore 
which thou may find convenient to distinguish them with will no 
doubt be very agreeable to them & be esteemed by me as done 
unto. Thy Obliged & very respectful Friend 

Bobt. Pleasants. 
To Win. Fisher 

P. S. The remaining Bills on 
Joseph Wharton are inclosd. 

Virginia 2d mo. 22d 177-1 
Dear Friend 

I have now to acknowledge the receipt of thy Favours of the 
8 th 4 mo. 1 st 1 mo last together with the Booke directed to my 
care for Edw d Stabler & Patrick Henry, 2 which were duly for- 
warded ; I have had very little opertunity of being in P. H. s Com- 
pany for some months past, but think r.o call to see him at his 
own House towards the latter part of this week, If I should be 
favourd with Health &c to attend our Quarterly Meeting in that 
neighbourhood; when I propose presenting him with one of the 
last two Collections thou wert so kind to send, and have much 
reason to believe both that as well as the other Books sent him 
will be very kindly accepted, as those are which thou hast at 
divers times presented me with, and wish I could meet with any- 
thing this way which would afford thee pleasure or agreeable 
amusement. 



2See a letter of Roger Atkinson to Samuel Pleasants, Oct. 1, 
1774, in which he refers to Patrick Henry in the following manner: 

"The 4th a real half Quaker, Patrick Henry, your brother's 
man, moderate and mild, and in religious matters a saint but the 
very devil in Politicks — a son of Thunder — Boan Erges — the Patriotic 
Farmer will explain this — I know it is above your Thumbs." In 
the same letter the writer describes the other delegates. Va. Maga- 
zine of History and Biography, v. 15, p. 356. See Henry's Henry, v. 1, 
p. 197. 
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I think the Phisition has handled the subject of Slavery in 
a masterly manner, altho I suppose he may have very little reason 
to expect to share with his antagonist the thanks of the Affrican 
Company, but let that be as it may, he will receive what I expect 
will be more agreeable to him, the approbation of Judicious senci- 
ble men. I highly approved & sincerely wish the several peti- 
tions to the King & Parliament may have the desired effect, but 
I fear there is not virtue & resolution sufficient to forgo or with- 
stand a present (tho' false & imaginary) interest in the continua- 
tion of a wicked & distructive Trade. I have sent one of the 
papers containing the address & advice to those Mercht., to the 
Printer, and doubt not they will shortly appear in our Gazette 
and as it seems the attempts of our Assembly to prohibit the fur- 
ther Importation of Slaves by an imposion of high Dutys, has been 
frustrated (as I find is the case in N. york) does thou not think 
that Acts of the Colonys making all free after a certain term of 
Servitude like other foreigners taking place at a future period 
so as that all concerned in the Trade might have notice of such 
law, would not be (when accompaned with pertinant reasons) 
more effectually to put an end to it, and be more likely to be 
approved by the King & Council than a prohibition by Duties 
for I have been told our Governor (& its not unlikely others also) 
lias instructions to pass no such laws. I just drop this hint for 
thy consideration, and am my kind friend with love to thee & 
wife. Thy affect. Friend. 

Eobt. Pleasants. 
To Anthy Benizett 

Curl's 11 mo. 16th 1771. 
My Dear Son 

I read thy letter by Ben; & was pleas'd to find thou likd 
Philada. so well, and that thou had a good heart to undergo the 
operation thou had undertaken. My earnest desire & prayer is 
that thou may be preserved through every danger both outward 
& inward, and that thou may so conduct as to be happy in thy 
self, and a Comfort to thy Dear Friends who are nearly interested 
in thy welfair. To accomplish these desirable ends, I know of 
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no way but that which our worthy antients & forefathers have 
trod, that is, a steady attention to the dictates of the divine Spirit 
manifested in every heart, teaching what is right & what is wrong, 
and rewarding accordingly with Blessings or otherwise. may 
it be thy fix'd resolution & constant care ever to be mindfull of thy 
Duty so as not to suffer any present enjoyments or Sensual delights 
to divert or entice thee from a perseverance in the narrow way 
which leads to life eternal. I got well home with thy sister on 
the 8th Inst, but got overset on the way owing to the badness of the 
Roads, But received no hurt by it except some Damage to the 
Chaise & Harness which put us to some difficulty, being at a 
place we could not easily get them repaired. Thy sisters writes 
thee by this opertunity and to them I refer for perticulars respting 
thy acquaintance here. Thy Trunk is sent by this vessel and be- 
sides the Cloths as under, thou wilt find thy whip, which was 
suppos'd to be lost the other side Potomack, but was found abt. 
4 miles on this side by a person going to Maryland, and was by 
mere accident discover'd & claim'd by Gerard Hooe, thou wilt 
also find in the little Trunk 20 dollars and 4 half Jos, the latter 
of which I desire thou wilt lay out in something for thy four 
Cousins Jessey, John, Sally & Robert in something that may be 
pleasing as a present from their unkle, in which thou may con- 
sult thy Aunt; there are also a role of Tobo. which I expect is 
very fine, and desire unkle Pembertons acceptance of, also a few 
bits of Citteron which may be agreeable to thy aunt or Cousins. 
Wishing thee all Happiness I conclude 

Thy very affect. Father 

R. Pleasants. 

Virginia 11 mo 16 th 1771. 
Dear Brother 

I wrote thee of the 3 d Inst, from W. River to which refer & 
have now to advise thee of my safe return with my Dear Nancy, 
& the welfair of our Relations in a general way. It would give me 
great pleasure to have the same information from thee respecting 
thy Family, & the recovery of my Dear son, who I expect before 
this may be under enoculation, and doubt not thy kindness in 
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contributing to my satisfaction therein, as soon, or by the first 
operty. after the distemper may turn; and whether it should be 
the will of Providence to be in his favour or not, it could by no 
means lighten the affliction to defer the acct. 

By the Schooner Industry Capt. Gilbirt I have Ship'd 700 
Bush, wheat 400 of which on acct of our Fathers Estate & the 
other 300 on my own which please dispose of in the best manner 
thou canst and render sales thereof accordingly, thou wilt find 
from the uncommon demand for wheat the price is risen with us to 
4/6, & hope it will be in thy power to obtain a higher price for 
this than thou got for Barry's cargo, or there must of course be 
a considerable loss on it. I suppose T. P. will inform thee of 
the terms of the Charter of this Vessel together with whatever 
may be necessary respecting the other part of the Cargo. I send 
enclos'd a measure for a pr. of stays for my Daughter Polly St 
two pr. leather shoes for Nancy which please to send by return 
of this vessel with the things befor ordered if not already sent. 

Since my return I reed. Capt. Montgomerys Acct. of Port 
Charges at the Offices, which thou sometime ago desired might be 
sent, and having deliver'd them to T. P. for that purpose expect 
he hath forwarded them by this operty. 

My dear love to my Sister & the children. Thy Lovg. & 
affect. Bror. 

Eobt. Pleasants 
P. S. Please let me have a Copy of my acct by return of the 
Schooner if its convenient. 

Curls 11 mo 22'd 1771. 
Dear Brother 

In compliance with thy request, I have now to advise that 
(tho' the price is not certainly fixed) some of the new Crop of 
Corn hath been sold at 12/6 per barl. and from the demand there 
seems to be so early in the season, I have no expectation of the 
price being less on this Eiver. I thought it was necessary to give 
thee this intelligence as soon as possible that thou might be bet- 
ter able to Judge what was most for thy interest to be done in 
securing the quantity thou may want. If I can at any time be 
serviceable to thee in that, the sale of Iron (which I suppose 
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would readily command £20 per Ton this money at about 4 or 
6 mo. Cr) or any other matter thou may freely command. I 
happen'd lately in company wth. one John Walker who is con- 
sern'd wth a Compy in Liverpoole who does much Business to 
this River, and hapning to mention Crosbys & Trafford he tels 
me that it was fully believed when he left home that the whole 
of their Debts would be paid & money to Spare, and was well ad- 
vised that no Effects of theirs could be got at in this Country, 
but, would advice thee as soon as possible to forward a power of 
Attorney with thy acct. properly proved to thy correspondant there 
in order to make a demand of thy dividend which he apprehended 
would be made by the time such acct. could get to hand if not 
before; He gave me leave also to mention their Company to thee, 
whose firm is Dobson Dalhra & Walker and that they would do 
thee any service in their power; they are counted a Rich Comp. and 
have done business much to the sattisfaction of People this way, 
believe none are more capable. Our Journey on the whole was 
tolerably agreeable except one accident which we met with tbe 
day after we left W. River in overseting the Chaise & damaging 
some of the harness & the Iron by which the off Horse pulled — ■ 
being in a part of the country that did not afford a smith or 
scarcely a Colder, but through mercy Nancy or my self reed, no 
hurt. It was a bad piece of Road much gully'd on one side & 
a frnee & logg on the other, and endevering to shun the first the 
other wheal hit a snagg of the logg tho' if the top had not been 
up I believe it would not have overset; I had presence of mind to 
clear myself & Dear Nancy as quick as possible, & the Boy being 
just be for stop'd the Horses very soon. I thought it a mercy we 
came off so well for had we broke any Bones, It is perhaps the 
most dismal part of the road & the least capable of giving as- 
sistance. 

Nancy is bravely & joins me in Love & Duty to the Sister & 
Cousins with our Frds at W. R. Thy affect. Bror. R. P. 

Curl's 1? mo. 17th 1771 
Dear Brother 

Thy very acceptable letter of the 36th ult. giving an acct. 
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of my Dear Sons recovery from the small Pox came duly to hand 
since which, I have reed, one from him dated the 29th, and had 
a sight of thine to T. P. of the 30th both confirming the same 
most agreeable inteligence; but thine of the 23d which thou says 
was wrote by Holden is not come to hand. I observe thy proposal 
of being concerned in the purchase of 4 or 5000 Bushs. wheat in 
case it could be bought here for 4/3 or 4/4 payable in April, but 
as wheat now generally commands 4/0 and in such great demand 
that it is become almost a ready money article it is uterly out of 
our power to comply with thy terms, indeed I don't know whether 
so large a quantity could be now had even on those terms, how- 
ever if thou should think proper to direct, we would do the best 
we could in the purchase, perhaps it might answer to load partly 
with Indian corn which I suppose might now be engaged at 2/6 
but is generally expected to rise. Tho' T am not at present cer- 
tain whether it might be convenient for us to be concern'd espe- 
cially as thou don't say what Market it is intended and what 
prospect there may be of its [?]. 

I find there is little prospect of getting any money from Ban- 
nister this year, and as there is a considerable Debt due from our 
Fathers Estate to Dobson Dalhra & "Walker, beside some Country 
Debts, I dont at present see how the Ball, due on the Bond to the 
Widdow Harrison can be paid with this Crop, but if she is not 
in emediate want of the money it will make but little difference to 
the Estate because Bannester's Bond will now carry Interest as 
well as the other, I will however do every thing in my power to 
accomplish it. My last was by Capt. Gilbert and inclos'd Bill 
of Lading for 700 Bush, wheat; 400, of which, on acct of the 
Estate & 300, on my own, which I hope before this got safe to 
hand; the measures for the stays & Shoes for my Girls I find were 
omitted to be sent, and are now enclosed and am with much love 
& affect, to thee & thine, and also to Bobby, and my good Friends 
who he informs me have taken particular notice of him I am 

Thy oblig'd Bro. 
E. P. 
To. Sam. Pleasants. 



